
NEWS
today   Friday May 14, 2010 10

In a sign that confidence has returned to 
the hiring market across Asia, the number 
of jobs ads increased by 46 per cent in the 
first three months of this year, compared 
with the same period last year. This, despite 
a dip in February due to the seasonal impact 
of Chinese New Year, according to the latest 
Robert Walters Q1 2010 Asia Job Index.

In Singapore, the most significant 
increases in job advertisements have been in 
the merchandising and purchasing and lawyer 
and legal sectors, with increases of 119 and 
120 per cent respectively over the last quarter 
of last year. There is also a notable increase 
in the number of IT jobs in Singapore, with a 
similar trend also seen in the sales, business 
development and retail functions. 

Secretarial and support professionals 
are also in demand, as seen by the rise in 
advertisements for clerical, administrative 
and secretarial jobs.

¢ Business hiring sees big increase

Five teenagers have been charged in a dis-
trict court with theft. One of them is 19-
year-old Ahmad Karrazi Noah Mohammad 
Noah. He allegedly stole a motorcycle worth 
about $4,000 along Marang Road in the 
HarbourFront area on Feb  16 this year. 

The rest — Ahmad Ridzuan Noah 
Mohammad Noah, Sayed Balakrishnan, 
Tong Tien Onn and Muhammad Rudieka 
Prima Hadzir. allegedly stole two motorcy-
cles from a multi-storey car park at Block 

309A, Clementi Avenue 4 in the early hours 
of April 23 this year. The vehicles are worth 
$2,800. 

Seventeen-year-old Ahmad Ridzuan 
Noah was offered bail of $20,000. The oth-
ers will be remanded pending further inves-
tigations. If convicted they could be jailed a 
maximum of seven years and fined. 

It is believed that the teenagers also 
had a 15-year-old accomplice, who will be 
dealt with in Juvenile Court.

¢ Five teenagers charged in district court with theft 

 Shaffiq Alkhatib
shaffiq@mediacorp.com.sg

SINGAPORE — Two years ago, Koh Kim Swee 

(picture) hit his mother on the head with 

a hammer and was jailed for 15 months. 

Now, the 23-year-old will have to spend 30 

months behind bars and receive six strokes 

of the cane for slashing Mdm Lee Yoke Kuen 

with a knife earlier this year. 

The latest incident took place at Block 

287B, Jurong East Street 21 on the morn-

ing of March 18. Koh became agitated with 

his mum for supposedly washing his cup 

and shouted at her. Fearing for her safety, 

Madam Lee decided to leave the flat. But as 

she stepped out into the common corridor, 

Koh slashed her forehead with the knife. 

When he tried to slash her again, Mdm 

Lee stopped him by holding on to the blade 

of the knife. She then knelt down and 

begged her son for mercy. As Koh returned 

to the flat, Mdm Lee ran to a lift, went down 

to the ground floor and sought the help of 

two neighbours, Nurul’ain Talib, 18, and 

Talib Abdul Rahman, 44. 

She was sent to the National University 

Hospital for treatment. 

Koh, meanwhile, gathered his belong-

ings and left the flat. But he returned early 

the next morning to retrieve his passport 

and identity card — only to find the front 

door latched from the inside. 

He was resting at a nearby park when 

police officers arrested him. 

A report from the Institute of Mental 

Health stated that Koh was suffering from 

anti-social personality disorder. 

Asked if he felt any remorse for attack-

ing his own mother, he said he felt “numb” 

and had “no feelings”, the report added. 

In court yesterday, Koh told District 

Judge May Mesenas he was “fully prepared” 

to see a specialist to address his condi-

tion. The judge told him to work with his 

counsellor and psychiatrist on his anger 

management. 

Looking for work? Hiring is on the increase, 
especially for those in the merchandising  
or legal sectors. BLOOMBERG
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30 months’ jail and 6 strokes of 
the cane for slashing his mother


